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Two Lectures by Prof. Dr. Milton Biswas

Bengali Department, Jagannath University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

** Witchcraft in the Bengali Short Stories: An Indian Perception of the
Primitives and its Present Day Consequences

"Dainism" or witchcraft, in accordance with the assumption of the false beliefs and superstition of
common people, is often posed as a miraculous sinister power originated from baleful habit(s) of a
woman. Though one gets vivid evidence of "dainism" in the ancient and medieval Indian sub-
continent, the term, fabricated by common people is somehow defunct today. To find out the
infrastructure, superstructure and traits of the 'daini' (witch) in Bengali short stories, one must see
it in the context of the introduction and development of the 'daini' character centering around the
superstitions amongst people, and place it in the lieu of anthropological or sociological research.
The character usually shows motherly love, affection, sympathy and commiseration which often get
corrupted by the rumour of "dainism". Thus the story-tellers raise the humane question while
depicting the character of the 'daini’ which eventually get stigmatized by the false beliefs and
obscurantism.
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